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Building a youth community: Jameel Arts Centre, Dubai gathers the next 

generation of creative leaders in a pioneering Youth Assembly  
 

● A diverse group of nine young artists, writers, architects, creative designers, animators, social 

entrepreneurs and coders comprises the inaugural Jameel Arts Centre Youth Assembly 

● The group will be responsible for developing their own programme at Jameel Arts Centre, with 

an inaugural session running from November 2018 through April 2019  

● The innovative peer-to-peer programme will lead to the production of art, design, research, 

interventions and public events geared towards youth aged 18-25, positioning Jameel Arts 

Centre as a home for young professionals and creatives  

 

Dubai, United Arab Emirates | October 29, 2018 – Art Jameel, the independent organisation that 

supports arts, education and heritage in the Middle East, today announces details of its Youth Assembly, 

a programme designed to foster creative leaders aged 18 to 25. As well as acting as “ambassadors” for 

the Centre, the group has the opportunity to design programmes specifically for their generation. The 

initiative is the cornerstone for programming dedicated to this key age group at the new Jameel Arts 

Centre (opening November 11, 2018).  

 

Spanning November 2018 to April 2019, the pilot Jameel Arts Centre Youth Assembly will develop 

dedicated initiatives related to the interests of its nine members, who were selected through a highly 

competitive process, following nominations from Art Jameel’s extensive network of local industry 

leaders. The Jameel Arts Centre Youth Assembly, including both UAE Nationals and long-term residents 

of seven different nationalities, is drawn from communities across the UAE and spans a breadth of 

experience and interests. The selected members are: Shaikha Al Ketbi (Visual Artist), Salwa Al Khudairi 

(Architect), Abdulghanni Al Nahawi (Designer/Sculptor), Hassan Adebayo Bello (Social Entrepreneur), 

Sara Bin Safwan (Assistant Curator/Social Entrepreneur), Jenan Ismail (Graphic Designer), Arpana 

Murugappan (Multimedia Designer/Coder), Dina Tawil (Digital Designer/Illustrator) and Ray Yafi (Graphic 

Designer). 

 

Youth Assembly members will create and organise a series of public youth-related events at Jameel Arts 

Centre, encourage youth participation and establish relationships with fellow organisations, institutions 

and businesses. A collaborative, peer-to-peer exchange of ideas, plus access to mentorship, support and 

resources, will lead to an evolving production of art projects, research, design concepts, interventions 

and public events; the experience is designed to offer unparalleled real-world learning experiences for 

the Assembly members.  

 

The Youth Assembly’s open format avoids a pre-determined course of action, and encourages the 

members to think for themselves and develop programmes that respond to the needs of their peers. 

https://artjameel.org/
http://www.jameelartscentre.org/
http://www.jameelartscentre.org/
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Potential outcomes could include a series of workshops or themed talks, an exhibition, a public 

intervention, a research project or publication, a framework for upcoming youth-focused programmes, 

young artists residencies and exchanges, research materials, an artist commission, educational 

programmes, or other such innovative projects.  

 

Reflecting Art Jameel’s commitment to education, the programme offers young cultural leaders first-

hand insight into the workings of an arts institution and exposure to local, regional and international 

opportunities in the arts and culture field. In addition to a meaningful engagement with Art Jameel’s 

wide-ranging network of artists, curatorial council and industry professionals, participants will have the 

chance to further develop their individual careers through roundtables and one-on-one sessions with 

artists and expert practitioners.  

 

An innovative cultural destination opening in Dubai on November 11, 2018, Jameel Arts Centre is the 

first non-governmental contemporary arts institution of its kind in the Gulf. 

 

Further details on Jameel Arts Centre can be found here. 

Further details on Jameel Arts Centre Youth Assembly can be found here. 

 

END  

 

For more information visit www.artjameel.org and jameelartscentre.org and join the conversation: 

Jameel Arts Centre: Instagram @jameelartscentre | Facebook @jameelartscentre | Twitter 

@jameelartsctr  

 

Art Jameel: Instagram @art_jameel | Facebook Art Jameel | Twitter @Art_Jameel using the hashtag 

#artjameeldxb 

 

Press Contacts 

International  

Katrina Weber Ashour   Tyler Mahowald 

+1-917-601-8618   +1-212-355-9009 

katrina@krwaconsulting.com   tyler@hellothirdeye.com  

 

Gulf and Regional  

Ciara Phillips     Yusur Wissam 

+971-55-650-7431   +971-56-6363-906 

ciara@artjameel.org    yusur@rpr.ae  

 

 

http://www.jameelartscentre.org/
https://jameelartscentre.org/programmes/youth-assembly/
http://www.artjameel.org/
http://jameelartscentre.org/
https://www.instagram.com/jameelartscentre/
https://www.instagram.com/art_jameel/
https://www.facebook.com/art-jameel-891861424222667/
https://twitter.com/art_jameel
mailto:katrina@krwaconsulting.com
mailto:tyler@hellothirdeye.com
mailto:ciara@artjameel.org
mailto:yusur@rpr.ae
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About Art Jameel 

Art Jameel supports artists and creative communities. Current initiatives include running heritage 

institutes and restoration programmes, plus a broad range of arts and educational initiatives for all ages. 

The organisation’s programmes foster the role of the arts in building open, connected communities; at a 

time of flux and dramatic societal shifts, this role is understood as more crucial than ever.   

  

Jameel Arts Centre, an innovative contemporary institution in Dubai, UAE, opened on November 11, 

2018; Hayy: Creative Hub, a major complex for the creative industries in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, is set to 

launch in 2020. 

  

Art Jameel’s model is collaborative: major institutional partners include Delfina Foundation, the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Prince’s Foundation School of Traditional Arts and the Victoria and 

Albert Museum. Locally, the organisation works with individuals and organisations to develop innovative 

programming that embraces both ancient and new technologies, and encourages entrepreneurship and 

the development of cultural networks.  

  

Art Jameel is positioned alongside Community Jameel, and complements its sister organisation’s work in 

promoting positive social change, job creation and poverty alleviation across the Middle East, North 

Africa and Turkey. 

 

www.artjameel.org  

 

About Jameel Arts Centre 

One of the first contemporary arts institutions in Dubai, Jameel Arts Centre presents curated solo and 

group exhibitions, drawn both from the Jameel Art Collection and through regional and international 

collaborations. The Centre is a 10,000-square metre, three-storey, multi-disciplinary space designed by 

UK-based practice Serie Architects. The building is punctuated by seven gardens, designed by landscape 

architect Anouk Vogel, which reflect local and global desert biomes. 

  

Located in Jaddaf Waterfront on Dubai Creek, the Centre’s galleries are complemented by the Jameel 

Library, an open-access research centre dedicated to artists and cultural movements in the Gulf states 

and beyond. The Centre also includes project and commissions spaces, a writer’s studio, a restaurant and 

shop.  

  

The Centre serves as a hub for educational and research initiatives for diverse audiences. Its wider 

programming embraces partnerships with local, regional and international artists, curators and 

organisations.  

 

http://www.jameelartscentre.org/
https://artjameel.org/centres/hayy-jeddah/
https://artjameel.org/collaboration/delfina-foundation/
https://artjameel.org/collaboration/the-met/
https://artjameel.org/collaboration/the-met/
https://artjameel.org/collaboration/princes-school/
https://artjameel.org/collaboration/v-and-a/
https://artjameel.org/collaboration/v-and-a/
https://www.cjameel.org/
http://www.artjameel.org/
https://artjameel.org/centres/jameel-arts-centre-dubai/

