Art Jameel launches an International Design Competition for Hayy:
Cinema, Saudi’s bespoke cinema for independent film
● Opening in 2020, Hayy: Creative Hub is the first major complex of its kind in Saudi
Arabia, and the first bespoke home for the arts and creative industries
● Hayy: Cinema will be an anchor within the complex, an independent picture house
screening local, regional and international films
● Interested architects and designers should register online by March 22, 2019
Dubai, United Arab Emirates | Feb 5, 2018 – Art Jameel, an independent organisation that supports
arts, education and heritage in the Middle East, today announces an international competition, inviting
architects and designers to conceptualise a cinema for Hayy: Creative Hub, Jeddah. The competition
invites proposals that foreground innovative ideas and creative approaches to the design of an
independent picture house in Saudi Arabia. Registration opens today and closes on March 22, 2019.
The competition challenges applicants from around the world to deliver turnkey design proposals for a
completely fitted cinema space, and to explore benchmarks for sustainability and technological
efficiency. After the initial registration closes on March 22, applicants will be required to submit a
proposal by April 11, 2019.
This dynamic competition, a rarity in the Middle East and globally, features a renowned international
jury that includes leading architects and cinema specialists. One winner and two runners up will be
announced by the jury at the end of the competition in June 2019.
Alongside the awarding of the design project itself, this competition programme includes learning
opportunities for Saudi-based upcoming architects and designers. A forum series, managed in
collaboration with Studio Bound, includes discussion of the shortlisted submissions, and a debate on
possibilities, formats and ideas in determining the cinema-going experience.
Art Jameel regularly engages in new commissions and awards for artists, designers and architects,
including the Jameel Prize, now in its tenth year (held in conjunction with the Victoria & Albert Museum
in London), and Art Jameel Commissions, a multi-disciplinary anchor programme of the Jameel Arts
Centre, Dubai.
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Hayy: Creative Hub is a 17,000-square-metre development; Jeddah’s first bespoke home for the arts and
creativity, the multidisciplinary complex is located in the north of the city. Hayy will act as an incubator,
bringing together and nurturing artists, playwrights, photographers, filmmakers, entrepreneurs and
creatives, along with the enthusiastic audiences that support them. The three-storey complex, conceived
by ibda design, offers a contemporary re-interpretation of the traditional courtyard typology, common
within the Gulf. The main central courtyard is surrounded by shaded, staggered terraces on the
building’s upper levels, which serve as extensions of the courtyard space and allow it to be conceived as
a spatial whole that connects every level of the project. On the ground floor, the courtyard is enhanced
by seating amongst natural vegetation and greenery.
Antonia Carver, Director of Art Jameel, said: “We are delighted today to announce this unique
opportunity for architects and designers from the Gulf and around the world to take part in imagining a
picture house cinema for Saudi Arabia. Set to open in 2020, Hayy: Creative Hub aims to contribute to the
Kingdom’s 2030 vision and its mandate in nurturing a thriving, diversified cultural scene and creative
economy. Art Jameel continues to grow as a collaborative model; we strive to work with artists,
filmmakers and partners, both locally and internationally, to enhance and grow our shared objectives.”
The Hayy: Cinema Design Competition is open to designers registered with architectural or interior
design practices, and cinema specialists based in the Middle East, as well as those from around the world
regardless of nationality who have links to and a meaningful understanding of the various cultural scenes
of the Gulf and the Arab world.
Full details on Hayy: Cinema Design Competition can be found here.
END
For more information visit www.artjameel.org and join the conversation:
Art Jameel: Instagram @art_jameel | Facebook Art Jameel | Twitter @Art_Jameel using the hashtag
#artjameelksa #hayyjeddah
Press Contacts
Gulf and Regional
Faisal Tannir
+971-58-5001796
faisal@rpr.ae
For applications related queries
Hayycinema@artjameel.org
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About Art Jameel
Art Jameel supports artists and creative communities. Current initiatives include running heritage
institutes and restoration programmes, plus a broad range of arts and educational initiatives for all ages.
The organisation’s programmes foster the role of the arts in building open, connected communities; at a
time of flux and dramatic societal shifts, this role is understood as more crucial than ever.
Jameel Arts Centre, an innovative contemporary institution in Dubai, UAE, opened on November 11,
2018; Hayy: Creative Hub, a major complex for the creative industries in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, is set to
launch in 2020.
Art Jameel’s model is collaborative: major institutional partners include Delfina Foundation, the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Prince’s School of Traditional Arts and the Victoria and Albert
Museum. Locally, the organisation works with individuals and organisations to develop innovative
programming that embraces both ancient and new technologies and encourages entrepreneurship and
the development of cultural networks.
Art Jameel is positioned alongside Community Jameel, and complements its sister organisation’s work in
promoting positive social change, job creation and poverty alleviation across the Middle East, North
Africa and Turkey.
www.artjameel.org
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